
 
 
 

 

Public health and diets manifesto priorities for the June 2017 General Election 

Soil Association Food for Life briefing, April 2017 
 

Together with the wider Soil Association, Food for Life is calling on all parties to give public health a higher priority than 
ever in their manifestos. 

 
We urge all political parties to put public health, along with soil protection and farm animal welfare at the centre of 
their food and farming vision. Our recommendations cover food production (farming and land use) and consumption 
(public health and diets). 

 
Public health and diets – our three priorities 

 
1. Invest in child health – commit to creating an environment where it is normal, easy and enjoyable for children and 

young people to eat well. 
 

Last year the Health Select Committee called for ‘brave and bold’ action to improve the dietary health of UK children. The 
subsequent Obesity Plan included a set of actions that contribute towards this goal in England. The next Government should 
commit to fulfilling these actions, and to building on the Plan. It should also commit to ongoing investment in school meals, 
including by maintaining the level of investment in free school meals represented by UIFSM, and by committing to the ongoing 
implementation of the School Food Plan. The next Government should make clear that it will not tolerate the younger 
generation growing up with the normality of consuming unhealthy food, or having no concept of where their food comes from. 

 
2. Better public procurement of food – to widen public access to healthier, higher welfare, local and organic food and 

to build stable markets for farmers and growers. 
 

Significant programmes to improve the quality of food in the public sector, such as Government Buying Standards, Defra’s 
Balanced Scorecard and Food for Life Served Here, have demonstrated that public sector food standards can return substantial 
value to farmers and consumers. Such efforts deserve public support. The next Government should implement an ambitious 
procurement policy that requires use of Defra’s Balanced Scorecard across the public sector. All public procurement decisions 
should place a weighting of at least 60% on quality, with price not to exceed a 40% weighting. Caterers’ use of the Balanced 
Scorecard should be independently verified via schemes such as Food for Life Served Here. This would increase uptake of 
assurance schemes such as Red Tractor, LEAF, Marine Stewardship Council and organic, thereby delivering more sustainable 
food and farming and incentivising a ‘race to the top’, with benefits for consumers, as well as British farmers and food 
businesses. 

 
3. Every hospital becomes a ‘beacon of good food’ – contributing towards the ‘radical upgrade in prevention and 

public health’ called for in the NHS Five Year Forward View 
 

The NHS Five Year Forward View called for a ‘radical upgrade in prevention and public health’ to ensure the future wellbeing of 
millions of people, the sustainability of the NHS, and the economic prosperity of Britain. The next Government should commit 
to delivering this ‘radical upgrade’ by prioritising the food served in hospitals – every hospital should become a ‘beacon of 
good food’, putting in place an ambitious food and drink strategy. The dietary health of older people in hospitals, as well as in 
the community and in care settings, should be prioritised. Better nutrition for older people, along with access to appetising, 
nutritious food and social contact at mealtimes, can help prevent hospital admissions, alleviate the strain on the health and 
social care system, and would demonstrate that the NHS is ‘walking its talk’ when it comes to health-promotion and 
prevention. 

 
You can read our food production recommendations here. 
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